
ANTON LITVIN / ANTON KETOV / NADEZHDA TOLOKONNIKOVA / SLAVA PTRK 

PHILIPPENZO / ARTEM LOSKUTOV / KUNGFUCT / MARAT GELMAN / +- KOMMA

MARINA KOLDOBSKAYA / PAVEL KRISEVICH / PAVEL OTDELNOV

JUNE 23 - AUGUST 20  /  2026  /  PERM GALLERY  /  BRUSSELS

BUDVA

BELGRADE

BERLIN

PRAGUE

LONDON

PARIS

RIGA

VILNIUS





We �re not in exile, we �re on � mission.

Tod�y, tens of millions of Russi�n people live on E�rth who �re completely diss�tisfied 

with the tot�lit�ri�n st�te of the Russi�n Feder�tion �nd the perpetu�l w�r th�t 

sust�ins it. People who need b�sic hum�n freedoms: freedom of speech, conscience, 

politic�l choice, cre�tivity, �nd movement—�lon� with the �bility to spe�k, think, 

dre�m, �nd �ct in the Russi�n w�y. A si�nific�nt portion of them live sc�ttered �cross 

the �lobe, outside the Russi�n Feder�tion. Let us c�ll such people—th�t is, us—free 

Russi�ns.

In this context “Russi�n” is not �n ethnonym but � desi�n�tion for the tot�lity of �ll 

those for whom the Russi�n l�n�u��e is both � n�tive ton�ue �nd � me�ns of 

everyd�y communic�tion, includin� with oneself. And Russi�n culture h�s endurin� 

si�nific�nce �nd rem�ins relev�nt �s somethin� distinct, unique, �nd essenti�l.

Free Russi�ns objectively need �n extr�territori�l ecosystem—� networked �ssoci�tion 

th�t serves �s �n �ltern�tive to the tot�lit�ri�n st�te of the Russi�n Feder�tion �nd 

h�s nothin� in common with the l�tter’s priorities �nd mech�nisms, �bove �ll with 

tot�lit�ri�nism �nd ���ressive w�rf�re. Such �n ecosystem, �mon� other thin�s, c�n 

�ct on beh�lf of the community of free Russi�ns in intern�tion�l projects �nd cont�cts.

We c�ll it: METARUSSIA. A Russi�n school in Montene�ro, � Russi�n the�ter in Berlin, � 

Russi�n m���zine in London, � bookstore in Pr��ue, � Russi�n pl�tform in Str�sbour� 

�t PACE, the SLOVONOVO Russi�n culture forum, �nd communities of Russi�n 

entrepreneurs �nd IT speci�lists—�ll of this is Met�Russi�.

As p�rt of the Brussels di�lo�ue, the ��llery is presentin� works by Russi�n �rtists from 

the Novoriznic� collection. The be�innin� of the future METARUSSIA museum. These 

�re �rtists who continue their �ctive �rtistic pr�ctice outside of Russi�. Berlin, London, 

Pr��ue, Ri��, Vilnius, Budv�, Bel�r�de—the new �eo�r�phy of free Russi�ns. It is ri�ht 

now, �nd precisely throu�h their cre�tivity, th�t Russi�n �rt is becomin� p�rt of 

Europe�n culture.

M�r�t Gelm�n

St�nisl�v Belkovsky

I�or Tsuk�nov

METARUSSIA



N�dy� Tolokonnikov� is � Russi�n conceptu�l �rtist, politic�l �ctivist, �nd co-founder of the 

feminist protest collective Pussy Riot. She bec�me intern�tion�lly known in 2012 �fter the 

�roup st��ed �n �nti-�overnment perform�nce inside Moscow’s C�thedr�l of Christ the 

S�vior, criticizin� the �rowin� �lli�nce between the Russi�n Orthodox Church �nd Vl�dimir 

Putin’s �overnment. Followin� the �ction, Tolokonnikov� w�s �rrested �nd sentenced to 

prison, which turned her into one of the most reco�niz�ble symbols of politic�l resist�nce in 

contempor�ry Russi�.

Beyond �ctivism, Tolokonnikov� works �cross perform�nce �rt, music, writin�, �nd di�it�l 

medi�. Her projects often explore themes of st�te violence, censorship, feminism, surveill�nce, 

�nd person�l freedom. After le�vin� Russi�, she continued or��nizin� politic�l �rt �ctions 

intern�tion�lly �nd bec�me involved in supportin� politic�l prisoners �nd independent medi� 

initi�tives. Her work combines r�dic�l �esthetics with direct politic�l confront�tion, pl�cin� her 

within the bro�der tr�dition of protest �rt �nd dissident culture.

NADEZHDA TOLOKONNIKOVA



BLACK ICON, 2024

Acrylic, c�nv�s, 180x200 cm

GOLD ICON, 2024

Acrylic, c�nv�s, 180x200 cm

GREY ICON, 2024

Acrylic, c�nv�s, 180x200 cm

RED ICON, 2024

Acrylic, c�nv�s, 180x200 cm



Philippenzo (the �rtistic pseudonym of Filipp Kozlov) is � Russi�n street �rtist known for 

combinin� urb�n �rt with sh�rp soci�l �nd politic�l comment�ry. Be�innin� his c�reer with 

l�r�e-sc�le 3D p�vement dr�win�s �nd experiment�l public interventions, he l�ter developed 

� distinctive visu�l l�n�u��e th�t blends pixel �esthetics, �r��ti, �nd conceptu�l street �rt. 

His works often explore themes of power, freedom, identity, �nd resist�nce, tr�nsformin� 

public sp�ces into pl�tforms for di�lo�ue �nd reflection.

In recent ye�rs, Philippenzo h�s ��ined intern�tion�l �ttention for his politic�lly ch�r�ed 

�rtworks �nd �nti-w�r interventions. His pieces, includin� Zinc Is Ours �nd Izrossilov�nie, 

bec�me widely discussed for their direct criticism of contempor�ry Russi�n politics �nd the 

w�r in Ukr�ine. F�cin� le��l pressure �nd crimin�l prosecution in Russi�, the �rtist left the 

country in 2023 �nd continues to work in exile. Tod�y, Philippenzo is reco�nized �s one of the 

most prominent voices in contempor�ry Russi�n street �rt, usin� public �rt �s � form of civic 

expression �nd protest.

PHILIPPENZO



Lull�by (or Sweet Dre�ms of the occupier) — the first work by street �rtist Philippenzo �fter le�vin� Russi�.



Anton Ketov is � Russi�n �nd Serbi�n p�inter, �r�phic �rtist, �nd sculptor whose work 

combines elements of expressionism, minim�lism, �nd constructivist �esthetics. Born in 

Moscow in 1978, he �rew up in � f�mily of �rtists �nd �rchitects, which stron�ly influenced his 

cre�tive development from �n e�rly ��e. Tr�ined �t the Boris Shchukin The�tre Institute �nd 

l�ter �t VGIK (the Ger�simov Institute of Cinem�to�r�phy), Ketov developed �n 

interdisciplin�ry �ppro�ch sh�ped by the�tric�l desi�n, visu�l �rts, �nd �rchitecture. His 

�rtistic vision dr�ws inspir�tion from science-fiction liter�ture, p�rticul�rly the works of the 

Stru��tsky brothers �nd Iv�n Yefremov, �s well �s the utopi�n �rchitectur�l experiments of 

the twentieth century.

Ketov’s p�intin�s, �r�phics, �nd sculptures explore the rel�tionship between hum�nity, 

technolo�y, �nd the im��ined futures of civiliz�tion. Ch�r�cterized by �eometric structures, 

dyn�mic lines, �nd futuristic im��ery, his works often evoke visions of ide�l cities �nd 

�ltern�tive soci�l re�lities. He h�s exhibited extensively in Russi�, Fr�nce, Bel�rus, K�z�khst�n, 

Montene�ro, �nd Serbi�, �nd his �rtworks �re held in numerous priv�te �nd institution�l 

collections worldwide. Tod�y, Anton Ketov continues to live �nd work in Serbi�, where he 

rem�ins �n �ctive p�rticip�nt in the intern�tion�l contempor�ry �rt scene.

ANTON KETOV



From the project «Third Rome»

Acrylic, c�nv�s

100x120 cm



M�r�t Gelm�n is � Russi�n ��llery owner, cur�tor, politic�l str�te�ist, �nd one of the most 

influenti�l fi�ures in post-Soviet contempor�ry �rt. Born in Chișin�u in 1960, he bec�me widely 

known in the 1990s for promotin� � new �ener�tion of Russi�n contempor�ry �rtists �nd 

helpin� to est�blish contempor�ry �rt institutions in Moscow. In 1990, Gelm�n founded the 

Gelm�n G�llery, which quickly bec�me �n import�nt pl�tform for experiment�l �nd politic�lly 

en���ed �rt. Throu�hout his c�reer, he h�s worked �t the intersection of culture, politics, �nd 

public sp�ce, supportin� projects th�t ch�llen�e soci�l norms �nd encour��e critic�l di�lo�ue.

In the 2000s �nd 2010s, Gelm�n exp�nded his �ctivities beyond ��llery work, cur�tin� m�jor 

exhibitions �nd cultur�l initi�tives �cross Russi� �nd Europe. He �lso founded the Museum of 

Contempor�ry Art PERMM, one of the first l�r�e-sc�le contempor�ry �rt museums outside 

Moscow �nd S�int Petersbur�. Known for his outspoken politic�l views �nd support of 

independent �rtistic expression, Gelm�n eventu�lly left Russi� �fter incre�sin� pressure from 

�uthorities. Since then, he h�s continued to cur�te exhibitions, lecture intern�tion�lly, �nd 

support �rtists in exile, rem�inin� �n import�nt voice in contempor�ry E�stern Europe�n 

culture �nd �ctivism.

MARAT GELMAN



Bomb #39, 2025

Monoprint on c�nv�s, 30x30 cm

Coll�bor�tion with +-Komm�

Bomb #75, 2025

Monoprint on c�nv�s, 60x60 cm

Coll�bor�tion with +-Komm�

Bomb #14, 2025

Monoprint on c�nv�s, 100*152 cm

Coll�bor�tion with +-Komm�



Sl�v� PTRK is � Russi�n street �rtist �nd contempor�ry �rt �ctivist known for his soci�lly 

en���ed public interventions �nd conceptu�l urb�n �rt. Emer�in� from the �r��ti scene in 

Yek�terinbur�, he �r�du�lly moved tow�rd politic�lly �nd soci�lly ch�r�ed projects th�t 

ex�mine memory, violence, censorship, �nd the tr�nsform�tion of public sp�ce in post-Soviet 

society. His works often combine irony, document�ry methods, �nd minim�list visu�l 

l�n�u��e, turnin� ordin�ry urb�n environments into sp�ces for reflection �nd discussion.

Over the ye�rs, Sl�v� PTRK h�s p�rticip�ted in numerous exhibitions �nd street �rt festiv�ls in 

Russi� �nd �bro�d, ��inin� reco�nition for projects th�t blur the bound�ries between 

�ctivism �nd contempor�ry �rt. R�ther th�n focusin� on decor�tive �r��ti, his pr�ctice is 

rooted in rese�rch �nd direct en���ement with soci�l re�lities, includin� st�te control, 

historic�l n�rr�tives, �nd the everyd�y experience of city life. Throu�h inst�ll�tions, 

interventions, �nd public �ctions, Sl�v� PTRK h�s become one of the prominent fi�ures of 

politic�lly conscious street �rt in E�stern Europe.

SLAVA PTRK



From the project “Dre�ms of Re�son”, 2023

Wood, b�llpen, p�per, sl�te pencil, mixed medi�

120x50 cm

From the project “Dre�ms of Re�son”, 2023

Wood, b�llpen, p�per, sl�te pencil, mixed medi�

120x50 cm



P�vel Otdelnov is � Russi�n contempor�ry �rtist workin� �cross p�intin�, dr�win�, 

photo�r�phy, video, �nd inst�ll�tion. Born in 1979 in Dzerzhinsk, one of the l�r�est centers of 

the Soviet chemic�l industry, Otdelnov h�s built his �rtistic pr�ctice �round the explor�tion of 

industri�l l�ndsc�pes, environment�l issues, urb�n tr�nsform�tion, �nd the le��cy of Soviet 

moderniz�tion. Combinin� �rchiv�l rese�rch, person�l f�mily history, �nd document�ry 

observ�tion, he cre�tes l�r�e-sc�le projects th�t ex�mine how politic�l �nd economic systems 

sh�pe both l�ndsc�pes �nd hum�n memory.

Otdelnov is widely reco�nized for projects such �s Promzon� (Industri�l Zone), Russi�n 

nowhere, �nd Field of Experiments, in which he investi��tes the hidden histories of industri�l 

re�ions, ecolo�ic�l dis�sters, �nd the soci�l consequences of the Soviet �nd post-Soviet 

experience. Educ�ted �t the Surikov Moscow St�te Ac�demic Art Institute �nd the Institute of 

Contempor�ry Art in Moscow, he h�s exhibited intern�tion�lly �nd received numerous �w�rds, 

includin� Cosmoscow's Artist of the Ye�r prize. Since 2022, he h�s been b�sed in London, 

where he continues to develop rese�rch-driven �rtistic projects th�t connect person�l 

n�rr�tives with bro�der historic�l �nd politic�l questions.

PAVEL OTDELNOV



«А» 2024

C�nv�s, �crylic

140х100 cm

«B» 2024

C�nv�s, �crylic

140х100 cm



Artyom Loskutov is � Russi�n contempor�ry �rtist, perform�nce �rtist, �nd �ctivist best 

known �s the cre�tor of Monstr�tion, �n �nnu�l public �rt event th�t tr�nsforms tr�dition�l 

politic�l demonstr�tions into c�rniv�lesque processions filled with �bsurd slo��ns �nd pl�yful 

interventions. Born in Novosibirsk in 1986, Loskutov emer�ed from the intersection of street 

�rt, perform�nce, �nd civic �ctivism, developin� � pr�ctice th�t uses humor, irony, �nd public 

p�rticip�tion to ch�llen�e politic�l �nd soci�l conventions. His work explores themes of 

freedom of expression, collective �ction, �nd the role of �rt in public sp�ce.

Over the p�st two dec�des, Loskutov h�s become one of the most reco�niz�ble fi�ures in 

contempor�ry Russi�n �ctivist �rt. Alon�side Monstr�tion, he is known for conceptu�l 

projects, public interventions, �nd his series of “b�ton p�intin�s,” cre�ted usin� police b�tons 

�s �rtistic tools, turnin� symbols of st�te power into instruments of �rtistic expression. His 

works h�ve been exhibited intern�tion�lly, includin� �t the S��tchi G�llery in London �nd the 

G�r��e Museum of Contempor�ry Art in Moscow. Followin� the esc�l�tion of politic�l 

repression in Russi�, Loskutov continued his �rtistic pr�ctice �bro�d, rem�inin� �n influenti�l 

voice in contempor�ry �rt �nd cultur�l �ctivism.

ARTEM LOSKUTOV



From the series “All slo��ns �re be�ten” 2024

C�nv�s, �crylic, b�ton p�intin�

100x70 cm "



Anton Litvin is � Russi�n �nd Czech contempor�ry �rtist, perform�nce �rtist, cur�tor, �nd 

cultur�l �ctivist whose pr�ctice sp�ns perform�nce, video �rt, inst�ll�tion, photo�r�phy, �nd 

soci�lly en���ed �rt. Born in Moscow in 1967, Litvin be��n workin� in contempor�ry �rt in the 

e�rly 1990s �nd bec�me �ssoci�ted with the experiment�l Moscow �rt scene. As � co-founder 

of the �roups Group Without � N�me �nd ESCAPE Pro�r�m, he helped develop � form of 

interdisciplin�ry �rt th�t combined conceptu�l str�te�ies, public interventions, �nd politic�l 

en���ement. His works often explore themes of memory, freedom, violence, soci�l 

responsibility, �nd the rel�tionship between the individu�l �nd st�te power.

Over the course of his c�reer, Litvin h�s cre�ted numerous perform�nces, exhibitions, �nd 

multimedi� projects th�t blur the bound�ries between �rt �nd civic �ctivism. His work h�s 

been presented �t intern�tion�l exhibitions �nd bienni�ls, while sever�l of his projects h�ve 

�ddressed issues of politic�l repression, historic�l memory, �nd hum�n ri�hts. Since reloc�tin� 

to Pr��ue, he h�s continued to work �s both �n �rtist �nd cultur�l or��nizer, cur�tin� 

exhibitions, le�din� independent cultur�l initi�tives, �nd supportin� projects th�t promote 

democr�tic v�lues �nd �rtistic freedom. Tod�y, Anton Litvin is re��rded �s �n import�nt 

fi�ure in soci�lly en���ed contempor�ry �rt �nd one of the not�ble represent�tives of 

Russi�n politic�l �nd perform�nce �rt in exile.

ANTON LITVIN



Homel�nd m�p, 2024

Met�l, coll��e, 60,5x114 cm"

Tr�nsform�tion, 2024

Met�l, �crylic, 23x35x40 cm»



Kun�fuct (Konst�ntin Gl�dkov) is � Russi�n-born multidisciplin�ry �rtist whose pr�ctice sp�ns 

street �rt, �r�phic desi�n, coll��e, letterin�, inst�ll�tion, �nd soci�lly en���ed contempor�ry 

�rt. Born in Penz� �nd currently b�sed in Bel�r�de, Gl�dkov works under the pseudonym 

Kun�fuct, cre�tin� projects th�t combine sh�rp visu�l l�n�u��e with reflections on politics, 

identity, mi�r�tion, �nd contempor�ry society. His works often mer�e elements of street 

culture, typo�r�phy, �nd conceptu�l �rt, tr�nsformin� public sp�ces into pl�tforms for 

di�lo�ue �nd critic�l reflection.

Over the ye�rs, Kun�fuct h�s p�rticip�ted in exhibitions, �rtist residencies, �nd independent 

cultur�l initi�tives �cross Europe. His �rtistic �ppro�ch is ch�r�cterized by experiment�tion 

with di�erent medi� �nd � stron� interest in coll�bor�tion, community buildin�, �nd cultur�l 

exch�n�e. Alon�side his person�l �rtistic pr�ctice, Gl�dkov h�s �lso been involved in cur�tori�l 

�nd ��llery projects, contributin� to the development of independent �rt sp�ces �nd 

�ltern�tive cultur�l pl�tforms. His work b�l�nces the immedi�cy of street �rt with the 

intellectu�l depth of contempor�ry conceptu�l pr�ctice, m�kin� him � distinctive voice within 

the new �ener�tion of E�stern Europe�n �rtists.

KUNGFUCT



Print #1, 2024

P�per, di�it�l print

70x50 sm.

Print #2, 2024

P�per, di�it�l print

70x50 sm.



P�vel Krisevich (born July 7, 2000, in S�int Petersbur�) is � Russi�n perform�nce �rtist �nd 

politic�l �ctivist, re��rded �s one of the represent�tives of contempor�ry Russi�n �ctionism.

Krisevich bec�me widely known for his provoc�tive perform�nces dedic�ted to supportin� 

politic�l prisoners �nd criticizin� Russi�’s repressive system. Amon� his most not�ble �ctions 

were h�ndcu�n� himself outside the courthouse durin� the “Network C�se” tri�l, st��in� � 

“mock h�n�in�” on Trinity Brid�e in S�int Petersbur�, � “self-immol�tion” perform�nce 

outside the FSB he�dqu�rters on Luby�nk� Squ�re in 2020, �nd � st��ed “suicide” 

perform�nce on Red Squ�re in June 2021.

For the l�tter �ction, he w�s sentenced to five ye�rs in prison on ch�r�es of hooli��nism 

involvin� the use of � we�pon. After servin� more th�n three �nd � h�lf ye�rs in � pen�l 

colony, he w�s rele�sed in J�nu�ry 2025. Durin� his imprisonment, he continued his �rtistic 

pr�ctice, developin� the concept of “Repressionism” — �n �rtistic movement born under 

conditions of tot�l repression �nd reflectin� the experience of politic�l imprisonment. 

Followin� his rele�se, the �rtist w�s repe�tedly subjected to new �rrests �nd w�s ultim�tely 

forced to le�ve Russi�. He currently lives in Montene�ro.

PAVEL KRISEVICH



From the series Blood B�rs, 2026

Blood, �r�phic m�teri�ls, f�bric

From the series Blood B�rs, 2026

Blood, �r�phic m�teri�ls, f�bric



Plus Minus Komm� is �n intern�tion�l �rt collective th�t brin�s to�ether �rtists, cur�tors, �nd 

cultur�l pr�ctitioners workin� �cross contempor�ry �rt, politic�l comment�ry, �nd 

coll�bor�tive experiment�tion. The �roup’s n�me references the punctu�tion m�rk “comm�” 

�s � symbol of continu�tion r�ther th�n conclusion—� p�use th�t opens sp�ce for new 

me�nin�s, di�lo�ues, �nd interpret�tions. Their projects often combine visu�l �rt, conceptu�l 

pr�ctices, �nd collective �uthorship, explorin� the tensions between �esthetics, politics, 

memory, �nd soci�l ch�n�e.

Workin� �cross exhibitions, inst�ll�tions, prints, �nd public interventions, Plus Minus Komm� 

ch�llen�es convention�l ide�s of individu�l �rtistic �uthorship by emph�sizin� coll�bor�tion 

�nd sh�red cre�tive processes. The collective h�s p�rticip�ted in intern�tion�l exhibitions �nd 

projects �lon�side prominent fi�ures of contempor�ry �rt, includin� coll�bor�tions connected 

to cur�tor �nd ��llerist M�r�t Gelm�n. Their work frequently employs irony, �ppropri�tion, 

�nd visu�l references to �rt history in order to ex�mine contempor�ry politic�l �nd cultur�l 

re�lities. Throu�h this �ppro�ch, Plus Minus Komm� cre�tes works th�t �re �t once visu�lly 

en���in� �nd intellectu�lly provoc�tive, positionin� �rt �s � sp�ce for critic�l reflection �nd 

collective im��in�tion.

+- KOMMA



Project “Simple Solution”, 2026

Monoprint on �luminum

30*45 cm



M�rin� Koldobsk�y� is � Russi�n contempor�ry �rtist, cur�tor, writer, �nd cultur�l or��nizer 

whose c�reer h�s pl�yed �n import�nt role in the development of independent �nd 

contempor�ry �rt in S�int Petersbur� since the l�te Soviet period. Born in Lenin�r�d in 1961, 

she �r�du�ted from the Ver� Mukhin� Hi�her School of Art �nd Desi�n �nd emer�ed durin� 

the ye�rs of Perestroik� �s � distinctive voice in the city's neo-expressionist �nd experiment�l 

�rt scene. Her work combines p�intin�, inst�ll�tion, perform�nce, �nd text-b�sed pr�ctices, 

often explorin� themes of f�ith, ethics, power, �nd everyd�y life throu�h � visu�l l�n�u��e 

th�t is both direct �nd deeply symbolic.

Alon�side her �rtistic pr�ctice, Koldobsk�y� h�s been �n influenti�l cur�tor �nd cultur�l 

�ctivist. She w�s � member of the pioneerin� post-Soviet women's �rt �roup I Love You, Life! 

�nd l�ter founded the collective Beloved People, which drew inspir�tion from folk tr�ditions 

�nd collective cre�tivity. Her p�intin�s �re known for their bold, minim�list forms, expressive 

�estures, �nd strikin� use of bl�ck, white, �nd red, b�l�ncin� irony with spiritu�l �nd 

philosophic�l reflection. Now b�sed in Berlin, Koldobsk�y� continues to exhibit intern�tion�lly, 

cre�tin� works th�t connect the le��cy of Russi�n nonconformist �rt with contempor�ry 

soci�l �nd cultur�l questions.

MARINA KOLDOBSKAYA



The line, 2024

Acrylic, c�nv�s

100х140 cm



WHY THE ANTI-WAR COMMITTEE?

We were founded immedi�tely �fter the st�rt of the so-c�lled “speci�l milit�ry 

oper�tion” �s the voice of �nti-w�r Russi�. Over the p�st four ye�rs, the Anti-W�r 

Committee h�s c�rried out the followin� t�sks:

— We show the world th�t � si�nific�nt portion of Russi�ns, includin� opinion le�ders, 

oppose Putin's ���ression. The Kremlin's cl�im of univers�l support for the w�r is f�lse;

— We help Ukr�ine. We spe�k out on Europe�n pl�tforms �dvoc�tin� for incre�sed 

�id. We demonstr�te th�t by helpin� Ukr�ine withst�nd the ���ressor, the 

intern�tion�l community is �lso �ctin� in Russi�'s own interests, brin�in� the moment 

for its democr�tic reforms closer;

— We support our comp�triots who h�ve left Russi� due to repression or their 

unwillin�ness to h�ve �nythin� to do with the ���ressor st�te. Throu�h di�spor� 

or��niz�tions �nd � network of consuls in v�rious countries, the Anti-W�r Committee 

works to protect their interests;

— And �t this moment, followin� the est�blishment of � pl�tform in PACE, the Anti-

W�r Committee is e�ectively functionin� �s �n instrument for the inte�r�tion of � 

future democr�tic Russi� into Europe. This is not merely representin� the interests of 

Russi�ns; it is spe�kin� on beh�lf of Russi�.

And th�t is precisely why we �re openin� � venue in Brussels for �ctive di�lo�ue with 

Europe�n politici�ns. While work in Str�sbour� is session-b�sed, in Brussels—the de 

f�cto c�pit�l of Europe—it is const�nt �nd d�ily. Th�t is why we �re cre�tin� not � 

forum, not �n event, but �n institution.

WHY ARE WE OPENING A GALLERY?

People of the �rts pl�y � si�nific�nt role in the �nti-w�r movement. We need freedom; 

we w�nt to be p�rt of the world �nd look to the future. The current �overnment in the 

Russi�n Feder�tion, on the contr�ry, espouses isol�tionism, rev�nchism, �nd 

tot�lit�ri�n control. Virtu�lly �ll writers �nd musici�ns of cultur�l si�nific�nce, � 

si�nific�nt portion of the�ter directors �nd �ctors, �nd, of course, visu�l �rtists—�re 

our like-minded �llies. Reco�nizin� this f�ct, the Anti-W�r Committee is est�blishin� its 

THE RUSSIAN ANTI-WAR COMMITTEE

IS OPENING THE PERM GALLERY
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pl�tform specific�lly �s � ��llery, where, �lon�side exhibitions, other cultur�l events will 

�lso be held. We �re convinced th�t the presence of �rtists in the �nti-w�r movement 

is no �ccident, but one of its m�in stren�ths. Politic�l emi�r�tion �lmost �lw�ys f�ces 

� problem of le�itim�cy: whom do you represent, where is your b�se, in wh�t l�n�u��e 

do you spe�k to the world? Here, �rt provides wh�t pure politics often l�cks: 

persu�siveness.

Throu�h �n exhibition, � film, � text, or �n �rtistic �esture, one c�n show th�t “�nother 

Russi�” exists not �s �n �bstr�ct pro�r�m, but �s �n experience, �n inton�tion, �n 

�esthetic, �n ethic. Not merely �s � set of ide�s, but �s � di�erent w�y of bein�. And in 

this sense, the ��llery is not �n esc�pe from politics, but � speci�l form of it, in which � 

common l�n�u��e, � common memory, �nd, ultim�tely, common �o�ls emer�e.

WHY BRUSSELS?

Russi�'s future lies in Europe, �nd we �re prep�rin� th�t future. Our like-minded 

colle��ues work in Brussels, in the Europe�n P�rli�ment. M�ny decisions �re m�de 

here tod�y th�t will ��ect Russi� �s e�rly �s tomorrow. You mi�ht be surprised, but 

the “EU–Russi�” Commission still exists. We do not w�nt � decision to be m�de to 

isol�te ourselves from � d�n�erous nei�hbor with � hi�h fence or � mo�t filled with 

crocodiles. Every d�y, we will work to ensure th�t the Europe�n Union �nd its 

p�rli�ment�ri�ns believe th�t Russi� will be � democr�tic, friendly, �nd pe�ceful 

country, �nd th�t it is precisely this vision we must work tow�rd to�ether.

WHY PERM?

Well, it's simple. We're cre�tin� � ��llery with Russi�n roots, but not � Moscow-b�sed 

one, not � Kremlin-b�sed one. Perm h�s lon� been � symbol of the decentr�liz�tion of 

Russi�'s cultur�l life. Perm coll�bor�ted with the “Europe�n C�pit�l of Culture” project. 

Geo�r�phic�lly, Perm is the l�st Europe�n city. And l�st but not le�st—I, � member of 

the Russi�n Anti-W�r Committee �nd cur�tor of � ��llery in Brussels, w�s one of the 

three initi�tors of the Perm Cultur�l Revolution.

M�r�t Gelm�n





Cur�tors: Mikh�il Surkov, Elen� Voskoboinikov�

perm@�ntiw�rcommittee.info
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